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J.  Ralph  Noonkester, 
former  WCU  head, 
dies  in  Hattiesburg 

HffmESaURG.  Ms.  (Special)  M 
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Miss,  chapter  rated  tops 


ilf  Cbot  (1976).  He  received 
xwution  for  his  work  from 
t  Harvard  University  Gradu- 
•  School  of  Education  in  1980. 
He  retired  from  William 
luy  Culkge  in  1989  and  was 


TOP  CHAPTER  —  Congratulating  Saudi  Lewis  (second  from  left),  site  coordinator  for  Christian 
Women’s  Job  Corps  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  chapter's  outstanding  site  award  are  (from  left)Temmy 
«  consultant  foLM,ss.sS,pp,  Woman  s  Missionary .Untan/WMUj;  Sandra  Nash, 

8tfli6  Jta/tnniwn  Mlttns  JOu  Lorpi  cooruinotOf  lOf  wussissippi  Wiviu ,  ana  j@«n  noom  so n , 
ministry  consultant  for  national  WMU  in  Birmingham.  (Special  photo  courtesy  of  netionel  WMU) 


Philadelphia  CWJC  receives 
honor  from  WMU  Foundation 

BWNOHAM.  Al.  (Special)  -  Union  (WMU)  Foundation  in 
Christian  Women’s  Job  Corps  Birmingham. 

(CWJO  of  Philadelphia  was  re-  CWJC  of  Philadelphia  is  one 
ceuttv  recognized  as  a  top  chap-  of  more  than  200  registered  and 
ter  of  the  national  organization  certified  CWJC/Chriatian  Men’s 
are!  received  a  merit  award  Job  Corps  (CMJQ  rites  across 
from  the  Woman’s  Missionary  the  country.  CWJC  and  CMJC 
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The  fatwa  against  free  speech 


Guest  opinion 

with  Nina  Shea 


Another  election 
is  upon  us  ■ 


lies  across  the  country  that  espouse 
completely  different  views  of  the 
country  are  commonplace  on  nightly 
news  broadcasts. 

The  Ruling  Class  in  Washington 
does  not  seem  to  have  much  re¬ 
spect  for  us,  often  with  good  reason. 
Former  Democrat  Party  presidential 
candidr  ' jhn  Kerry,  a  US.  Senator 
from  »  assacbusetts,  told  a  reporter 
for  The  Boston  Globe  a  couple  of 
years  ago,  *We  have  an  electorate 
that  doesn't  always  pay  that  much  at- 


insulting  Egyptian  president  Mohamed  weeks  in  2010  for  a  similar  cartoon  contes 
Morsi  and  an  Egyptian  prosecutor)  At  ?*  safne,t““‘  *•  b“>ned  YouTube  and 

the  same  tuneTAlbertsS^a^eaivold  hundreds  of  other  websites  and  services. 

Egyptian  Coptic  activist,  was  armetedaod  nuyyh.  Pata^an  leeeeded  in  having 

reportedly  tortured  for  imufting  re&bon  Google  block  access  within  its  borders  to 

after  allegedly  posting  on  his  Faceboah  Muslims.  Nevertheless,  riots 

page  the  Md-Muhamraad  YouTube  trailer. 

Copt  from  the  dty  of  Asyut,  b  sermw  a 

three-year  sentence  imppped  last  May  for 
insulting  Islam  when  he  posted  cartoons 
lampooning  Muhammad -on  Facebook- 
^ftyotwe,  outraged  ka.41  Muslims  had 
noted  with  impunity  in  ^^yut,  burning 
homes  and  untiring  several  Christian. 

founder  of  pI^t^riEi^^^Wf'a 


UngJn  to  power  fait  also  propelled  at  the  U  S.  Capital  in  Washington, 
construction  was  certainly  a  major  (erf)  the  high  humidityandhowhert 

awaassar  aR»a&&i£ 
Saar  R-SfiftSSSa 

^SSSOtSSS^. 

sittsassii.  SSadSaS? 

Gr^Dep^aSSMwdps. 

P?^  woold  agree  they  have  been  magically  granted 
that  his  dyrastic  reign  as  president  some  intellectual  sunpriontvover 

•Ts,tsscta*.*ak. 
Sip-  tSfisaesRas? 

SMawassaf*'  ttss&szsixs., 

Muthma  as  monumental  „  the  beliero  th2T  f,°V'n’mem  000  ' 

future  of  slavery,  or  the  rebuilding  of  The  oeonle  ».  sl^t  __ 

a  war-ravaged  country,  or  the  last-  No™R *5? hi  "  . 

k.  the  IT  d<‘b*te*  on  »b°rti<H? gambling 
dn,g  legalisation,  freedomof  reff- 
I*1  {**eful  g'on,  freedom  of  speech,  sanctity  of 

JSMM-arjfr 

Commentators  ofaD  and  various  Vote  00  November  6.  Choose 

Sith*t  ASlcnc*n  wbe*Y  much  prayer.  It's  that  im- 

hsigs  in  the  balance.  Reports  of  ral-  portant.  Like  always,  iter  ia  at  stake 


vaeda-linked  groups  against  American  iih 
tereste  escalated,  prompting  the  UA  to  nm 
TV  ads  on  seven  channels  mth  President 
Obama,  Secretary  Clinton,  and  onfinary 
Americans  denouncing  the  video.  The  riots 


bahts'* 
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DOING  BATTLE  -  Vice  President  Joe  Biden  (left),  a  Democrat,  and  Republican  challenger  U.S.  Con¬ 
gressman  Paul  Ryan  squared  off  in  the  Oct  11  vice-presidential  debate  during  which  Biden  reminded 
voters  of  the  importance  of  the  upcoming  election  to  the  direction  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  (BP  photo) 

Supreme  Court  questions  may  be 
answered  in  upcoming  election 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The  future 
makeup  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
has  received  little  attention  this  pres¬ 
idential  election  cycle,  despite  the 
fact  that  four  justices  are  in  their  70s 


fact  that  four  justices  are  in  their  70s 
and  the  court  is  deeply  divided  on  a 
whole^range  (rf  critical  issues  inchid- 

"^Discussion1  on  the  court’s'foture 
makeup  could  be  making  a  come¬ 
back,  however,  thanks  to  U.S.  Vice 
President  Joe  Biden  raising  the  issue 
in  the  Oct  11  vice-prer’dential  debate 
by  saying  Roe  v.  Wane  is  on  the  line 


by  saying  Roe  v.  Watte  is  on  the  line 
and  'the  next  president  will’  get  to 
replace  "one  or  two  Supreme  Court 
nominees.’ 

That  remains  to  be  seen,  although 
the  odds  are  that  with  the  ages  of  the 
court’s  present  members,  at  least  one 
justice  will  retire  —  which  would  ei¬ 
ther  strengthen  the  court’s  Roe  ma¬ 
jority  or  tro  the  balance  to  set  up  a 
reversal  of  the  1973  decision  that  le¬ 
galized  abortion  nationwide. 

Jordan  Lorence,  an  attorney  who 
has  argued  a  case  before  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court,  told  Baptist  Press  that 
three  issues  are  at  play  in  determin¬ 
ing  whether  a  justice  retires:  age, 
health,  and  the  political  party  of  the 
sitting  president. 

Four  justices  are  in  their  70s: 
Ruth  Bader  Ginsburg  (79),  Antonin 
Scalia  (76),  Anthony  Kennedy  (76), 
and  Stephen  Breyer  (74).  Three  of 
them  —  Ginsburg,  Kennedy,  and 
Breyer  —  are  on  record  as  supporting 
Roe.  Scalia  has  called  for  its  reversal 

If  the  court  currently  has  a  5-4 
pre-Roe  majority,  as  many  oourt- 
watchers  surmise,  then  the  retire¬ 
ment  of  any  one  of  those  four  could 
have  a  major  impact  on  legalized 
abortion. 

U.S.  President  Barack  Obama 
and  Republican  presidential  nomi¬ 
nee  Mitt  Romney  have  made  no 
guarantees  on  court  nominees,  but 
both  have  implied  they  would  seek 


nominees  who  agree  with  their  ju¬ 
dicial  philosophy  as  well  as  their  be¬ 
liefs  on  Roe. 

Obama  supports  Roe  while  Rom- 
ney  opposes  it¬ 
'll  Romney  gets  to  pick  Ginsburg 's 
replacement  or  even  Kennedy's  re¬ 
placement,  that  would  be  a  huge 
shift,’  said  Lorence,  who  works  with 
the  Alliance  Defending  Freedom, 
"and  if  President  Obama  picks  the  re¬ 
placement  for  Scalia,  that  too,  would 
cause  a  hap  shift  on  the  court’ 
Ginsburg  seems  to  be  the  most 
likely  one  to  retire.  She  was  diag¬ 
nosed  with  pancreatic  cancer  in 
2009  and  underwent  chemotherapy 
and  surgery,  and  reportedly  had  a 
healthy  recovery. 

Ginsburg  may  even  have  a  target¬ 
ed  retirement  date.  She  has  said  she 
wants  to  stay  on  long  enough  so  that 
her  court  tenure  would  surpass  that 
of  Louis  Brandeis,  the  first  Jewish 
member  of  the  court  who,  like  Gins¬ 
berg.  was  nominated  at  age  60  and 
retired  at  age  82.  Ginsburg  also  Jew¬ 
ish,  would  surpass  Brandeis  in  2015. 

Scalia,  Kennedy,  and  Breyer 
have  made  no  hints  about  potential 
retirement 

Historically,  justices  have  timed 
their  retirement  so  that  the  party  that 
nominated  him  or  her  is  in  power 
andean  name  a  replacement  If  that 
holds,  then  Ginsburg  and  Breyer, 
who  were  nominated  by  Democratic 
President  Bill  Clinton,  would  retire 
only  if  Obama  wins.  Scalia  and  Ken 
nedy,  both  nominated  by  Republican 
President  Ronald  IVagan  would 
step  down  only  if  Romney  wins. 

Things  don  t  always  go  a*  planned, 
however,  and  that's  when  the  court's 
balance  can  change  dramatically 
Liberal  Justice  Th unpod  Mar¬ 
shall  nominated  by  Democratic 
President  Lyndon  Johnson,  was 
forced  to  retire  in  1991  due  to  poor 
health  during  the  administration  of 


Republican  George  H.W.  Bush,  who^ 
replaced  Marshall  with  conservative' 
Clarence  Thomas. 

Marshall  died  two  years  lat¬ 
er.  Marshall  had  voted  with  the 
pro -Roe  majority  in  1973,  and 
Thomas  has  since  gpne  on  record  as 
opposing  Roe. 


impact  on  the  court’s  ideological 
balance  because  he  was  nominated 
by  a  Republican  (Richard  Noon) 
and  his  successor  (John  Roberts) 
was  nominated  by  a  Republican 
(George  W.  Bush). 

If  2004  Democratic  presidential 
nominee  John  Kerry  had  defeated 
Bush,  though,  the  court's  balance 
could  have  been  impacted. 

Lorence  said  if  Obama  wins  reeiec- 
hon,  "I  think  we  could  see  a  stronger 
likelihood  of  Breyer  and  Ginsburg  re¬ 
tiring,  but  all  that  would  be  doing  is 
swajgin^ayounger  liberal  justicelbr 

If  Romney  wins,  he’d  potentially 
have  the  opportunity  to  appoint  a 
replacement  for  Scabs  or  Kenneth' 
Naming  Kennedy’s  successor  could 
have  huge  legal  rairfications  be¬ 
cause  he  has  been  a  swing  vote  on 
several  major  cases.  He  is  the  one 
pro-Roe  justice  who,  if  ht  sticks  with 
tradition,  will  be  replaced  by  a  Re- 


The  five  younger  justices,  bar¬ 
ring  a  health  issue  or  something 
unexpected,  likely  won't  retire  soon. 
Two  were  nominated  by  Republican 
presidents:  Thomas  (64)  and  Rob¬ 
erts  (57).  Two  were  nominated  by 
a  Democrat  Sonia  Sotomayor  (58) 
and  Sana  Kagan  (52). 

Chief  Justice  Roberts  famously 
provided  the  fifth  vote  to  uphold  the 
health  care  law  known  as  Obam- 
acare.  but  Lorence  still  considers  him 
a  conservative  on  “99%"  of  the  issues. 


Don’t  ignore 
world  hunger 

By  Wanda  S.  Lae 

Correspondent  t 

BBWBNGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  Her  face  was  drawn,  sallow, 
and  dirty.  She  was  standing  quietly  in  a  line  outside  the  lo¬ 
cal  mission  with  her  siblings,  hoping  for  a  piece  of  bread,  a 
cup  of  soup,  and  maybe  something  to  drink. 

Beyond  the  glazed  look  in  her  eyes  was  a  body  that  had 
ceased  to  now  and  mature  property,  and  a  mind  that  had 
lost  the  ability  to  learn  and  think 
dearly.  Where  will  she  find  hope 
that  one  day  her  life  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  than  what  she  is  experiencing 
today? 

This  story  is  repeated  around 
our  nation  and  the  world  as  peo¬ 
ple  face  day  after  day  with  a  lack 
of  the  basic  necessities  of  life  — 
food,  clothing,  and  shelter. 

While  the  economic  outlook 
appears  discouraging  to  many  of 
us,  it  has  become  a  lile-and-Oeath 
issue  for  others.  Human  services 
stretched  beyond  capacity,  con-  Lfct 
tinued  high  unemployment,  and 
rising  fuel  costs  leading  to  higher  food  prices  are  having  a 
significant  impact  on  eveiyone  trying  to  help  those  in  need 

According  to  a  report  from  the  Southern  Baptist  World 
Hunger  Fund: 

■  One  billion  people  in  the  world  do  not  have  enough 
to  eat 

■  Every  day,  nearly  16,000  children  die  from  hunger- 
related  causes.  That  is  one  child  every  five  seconds 

■  In  2008,  nearly  three  million  children  died  before 
they  reached  their  fifth  birthday  due  directly  or  indirectly  to 
hunger  and  malnutrition. 

■  In  the  United  States,  49  million  people  struggle  with 


■An  estimated  3s*  of  poor  families  in  the  United  States 
are  foiced  to  chooaebetween  buying  food  and  paying  then- 
rent  or  mortgage. 

■  In  our  nation's  cities,  one  in  every  four  people  "in  a 
soup  kitchen  line  is  a  child. 

What  can  we  do?  First,  let's  educate  ourselves  about  the 
reality  of  hunger  in  our  communities  and  offer  to  help.  Lo¬ 
cal  food  banks,  church  food  pantries,  and  Baptist  mission 
centers  have  the  infrastructure  and  the  expertise  to  address 
long-term  and  short-term  hunger  needs.  They  often  need 
willing  hands  to  help  collect,  pad;  and  distribute  food  boxes. 

Second,  be  a  good  steward  of  available  resources  by 
sharing  with  those  who  have  great  need.  There  are  many 
good,  local  food  ministries  that  need  financial  help,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Baptist  World  Hunger  Fund.  One  hun¬ 
dred  percent  of  aD  contributions  to  this  fund  are  designated 
to  feed  hungry  people.  Administrative  costs  are  covered 
from  other  sources,  including  Southern  Baptists’  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program. 

Let’s  stretch  every  dollar  as  we  seek  to  alleviate  the  pain 
of  hunger.  Working  together,  we  can  make  a  difference  in 
feeding  hungry  people. 

Matthew  25  reminds  us  that  as  followers  of  Christ  we 


Jesus,  ’Lord,  when  did  we  see  you  hungry  ana  feed  you  or 
thirsty  and  give  you  a  drink?  And  He  answered  say¬ 
ing,  ’Inasmuch  as  /ou  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these  My 
brethren,  you  did  h  to  me,”  (Matthew  25:37, 40). 

During  the  month  of  October,  churches  are  being  asked 
to  raise  awareness  of  the  hunger  needs  here  at  home  and 
around  the  world.  Let's  be  sure  we  do  our  part  to  minister 
to  the  least  of  these’  as  we  join  the  fight  against  hunger. 

Lee  is  executive  director-treasurer  of  national  Woman  s 
Missionary  Union  in  Birminghan'.  On  Oct.  14.  Southern 
Baptists  will  observe  World  Hunger  Sunday  and  congre¬ 
gations  across  the  United  States  will  receive  offerings  for 
the  Southern  Baptist  World  Hunger  Fund.  Since  its  incep¬ 
tion  in  1974,  Southern  Baptists  have  given  more  than  *235 
million  through  the fund.  For  information  on  the  Southern 
Baptist  World  Hunger  Fund,  visit  worldhungerfimd.com. 


>  Web  Of  Lies 


servants  wbo  are  preaching  and  teach¬ 
ing  are  called  on  to  communicate  that 
message  loaded  with  that  content  in  a 
way  that  many  of  the  hearers  will  be 
searching  for  and  in  a  way  that  they 
have  never  heard  it  before.  The  mes¬ 
sage  stands  on  its  own,  but  oftentimes 
it  is  essential  that  we  find  some  way 
to  break  through  the  clutter  of  other 
noises  so  that  the  voice  of  God  can  be 
heard  and  so  that  we  will  not  appear 
to  be  standing  with  a  blinking  light  on 
our  head  that  says,  “This  message  has 
no  content." 

All  of  us  can  be  enticed  into  the 
trap  of  thinking  that  we  must  come  up 
with  some  new,  clever,  mind-blowing, 
and  astonishing  insight  to  truth  and 
the  way  of  sharing  it  every  day  and 
every  week.  In  this  day  of  unending 
avalanches  of  information,  glitz,  and 
glamour  even  if  we  find  a  profound 
truth  it  must  be  wrapped  in  bells  and 
whistles,  lights  and  foghorns.  It  must 
be  plastered  on  huge  screens  and  cause 
your  ears  to  tingle  and  your  eyes  to 
bulge.  Otherwise,  it  will  not  have  an 
impact  on  people.  In  fact,  no  one  will 
listen.  Yet  there  are  times  when  we 
get  so  caught  up  in  those  things  that 
we  miss  the  awesome,  life  changing 
Up  moment  when  from  the  darkness  of 
that  an  inner  cell  the  simple,  wonderful, 
and  hopeful  Word  comes  from  the  lips  of 
the  Apostle  Paul  who  said,  “Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt 

_ HHL- _ - _ BBB  be  saved,  and  thy  house*  (Acts  16:31). 

The  glorious  message  is  tharwhoso-  The  content  of  that  message  not  only 
ever  believeth  in  Him  can  be  saved.  changed  a  man's  heart  but  his  family 
Then  new  life  and  a  life  that  is  full  and  and  his  future.  It  still  does! 
abundant  ran  be  experienced  in  Jesus. 

That  is  the  content  and  yet  several  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
times  a  week  many  of  God  s  choice  jfutralQmbcb.org. 


Ihe  other  day  I  received  an  email 


Xthat  was  sent  to  Jim  Futral  and 
the  sender’s  name  and  informa¬ 
tion  was  in  Chinese.  I  neither  read  nor 
speak  Chinese,  but  then  this  message 
in  English  popped  upon  my  computer 
screen  which  said,  “This  message  has 
no  content.”  I  did  not  waste  allday 
thinking  about  what  a  Chinese  ad¬ 
dress,  my  name,  and  “this  message  has 
no  content"  was  all  about,  but  neither 
could  I  just  dismiss  it  and  forget  about 
it.  In  fact,  the  more  I  thought  about 
it  the  more  I  thought  about  messages 
that  have  no  content.  1  thought  about 
how  many  times  I  had  heard  people 
speak  and  their  message  had  no  con¬ 
tent.  Painfully,  I  thought  about  the 
times  that  I  had  preached  and  my  mes¬ 
sage  had  no  content. 

There  is  a  fascinating  incident  in 
II  Samuel  18  that  describes  a  battle 
that  had  taken  place  between  David’s 
army  and  the  rebellious  army  of  his 
son,  Absalom.  One  of  the  messengers 
near  the  battle  wanted  to  go  back  and 
tell  David  about  the  battle.  Ahimaaz 
wanted  to  run  and  spread  the  news, 
but  he  was  not  the  cnosen  one.  A 
Cushite  was  chosen  and  sent  to  David 

with  the  message  from  the  battlefront.  _ _ 

The  only  problem  was  that  Ahimaaz  Word  Sunday  after  Sunday.  I  know 
decided  that  he  would  go  anyway  and  Sunday  School  teachers  who  have  full- 
he  took  off  running  ana  passed  the  time  jobs,  fulltime  families,  fulltime 

Cushite.  He  arrived  at  the  king’s  pal-  extra  curricular  activities,  and  several  _  _  _ 

ace  first  and  when  he  was  asked  to  give  fulltime  lives  paralleling  each  other  all  rescue  us  from  that  ruined  direction 
the  message,  one  translation  records  week  who  spend  endless  hours  think  - 
his  response  as,  “I  don’t  know.'  He  ing  about  and  desiring  to  share  the 
had  a  message  with  no  content  and  Word  of  God  with  effectiveness,  coi 
he  did  not  know.  Later  the  Cushite  passion,  and  power.  It  is  not  an  ea: 
arrived  and  told  King  David  that  his  task.  They  desperately  do  not  want 
army  had  won  and  that  Absalom,  his  have  a  message  that  has  no  content 
son,  was  dead.  Many  years  ago  there  was  a  preai 

There  is  a  great  lesson  that  can  be  er  who  came  to  the  pulpit  and  simp 


Meaningless  Message 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Ethal  Church,  Ethel:  ►  Kllmichaei  Church,  Kilm- 
Homecoming,  Oct.  at,  10:30  tahael:  Homecoming.  Oct 
a.m.,  followed  by  covered  21,  10  r.m.,  followed  by  pot- 
dish  lunch;  Joey  Barnard  luck  lunch  and  fellowship 
pastor  and  speaker. 

*  Maw  fioodhaM  rh..«*  *  ?hYnkf  Church,  Chunky 

lew  uoodnope  Church.  47th  homecoming  Oct.  21. 

«^ioHa°meCfoll^S'ed0h^  >«  followed 

M,  ip.3o  a;m..  iM|o|rad  by  ^  ,unfh  Robcrt  Rowm 

lunch.  Bob  3mith.  speaker.  gpetkfc-  music 

Mendenhall!\evival?Oct^i  ►  Mt  V.mon  Church*,  vv 

-  24;  Sun.,  n  a.m.  and  1:30  ton:  Homecoming,  Oct.  21, 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p  m.;  ^^ip,  10:4s  «m  followed 
Clarence  E.  Young,  speaker  by  fellowship  lunch;  Kenneth 
Joe  k  Janet  Styron,  music;  Harrison,  speaker. 


COI  LA 
CHURCH. 
CARROLL 
ASSOCIATION. 

has  called  Parry 
Irvin  as  pastor 
Aug.  12.  Jimmy 
Everett  was 
ordained  at  a 
deacon  Sept. 

30.  Shown  are 
Irvin.  Everett. 
Audine  Everett, 
and  Mike 
Wiltshire. 


iaHtee  Church.  Rock- 
Homecoming,  Oct.  21;  4 
lity  performing,  10a.m.; 


CALVARY  F 
CHURCH.  I 
HATTIES¬ 
BURG.  has 

called  Tim  ! 

Forsythe 
as  Ministers 
•v.«pfYouth/ 
■education.  I 
He  comes  1 
to  Calvary  t 
from  First  f 
Church,  Es-  > 
till  Springs,  I 
TN.  Shown  | 
are  Forsythe 
and  his  ( 
wife.  Kelly.  I 
and  son,  E 
William.  I 


Wallace 


BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  has 

called  Gary  Rivers  as  pastor.  He  is 
shown  with  his  wife,  Dixie. 


— 


Practical  Principles 


— 


Party,  Person  or  Principles? 


T~3  lection  dry,  November 
H  6th,  is  fast  approach 
1-Jing.  To  say  your  vote  will 
decide  the  future  of  America  for 
the  next  century  is  not  that  far¬ 
fetched.  As  Vice  President  Joe 
Biden  suggested  in  his  debate, 
the  president  will  possibly  rec¬ 
ommend  one  or  two  Supreme 
Court  judges  during  the  next 
term.  If  he  is  correct,  then  we 
must  ask  ourselves,  "Who  do  we 
want  recommending  the  next 
Supreme  Court  judges?"  Will  it 
be  our  current  president  or  will 
it  be  Mitt  Romney?  How  will 
you  decide? 

In  most  elections  the  elec¬ 
torate  is  influenced  by  numer¬ 
ous  factors.  The  first  is  by 
party  affiliation.  Democrat  or 
Republican.  Many  will  vote 
straight  party  no  matter  who 


the  candidate  is  or  what  they 
have  done.  It  matters  net  if 
they  have  a  stellar  record  of 
community  service  or  if  they 
have  just  been  released  from 


Is  this  the  best  criteria  to 
use  in  determining  your  vrte 
on  the  sixth  of  November? 
Absolutely  not !  Each  party 
makes  promises  they  will  net 
and  cannot  keep.  In  2008  the 
National  Democratic  Party 
along  with  candidate  Barack 
Obama  promised  to  lower  the 
taxes  on  the  middle  class,  cut 
the  national  deficit  in  half  and 
reduce  the  unemployment  rate. 


with  Jimmy 


a 
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L.D. 
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n 

yes,  the  Republican  Pam  has 
made  prooiises  and  not  kept 
them.  Both  parties  are  guilty  as 
charged. 

The  second  factor  influenc¬ 
ing  how  to  vote 
is  whether  or  not  m 
you  like  or  dislike 
a  particular  candi-  I 

date.  These  likes  K.-jfc-.  <waJ 

are  often  based 

not  on  policy  but  Pi  \/^t  * 
posture,  not  on  V 

the  wisdom  of 

his  decisions  but  *£ 

the  width  of  his  aMSfB  ' : 

shoulders,  not  if  WtKtUh 
he  is  well  rounded 
in  domestic  and  with  Jimmy 
foreign  affairs  but  pnrtnr 
how  well-rounded  rort8f 
is  his  tnidsection. 
not  if  he  is  mature  but  if  he  is 
manly.  For  a  female  candidate 
the  questions  would  be  a  bit 
different,  but  you  get  die  gen¬ 
eral  idea. 

For  aome  the  overriding 
factor  is  the  candidate's  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation.  When  John 
F.  Kennedy  was  running  for 
president,  many  thought  a 
Catholic  could  not  be  elected. 

Our  former  presidents  have 
represented  numerous  reli¬ 
gious  organraitions  Religious 
affiliation  does  not  ensure  tjieir 
success  or  failure.  We  have 
had  Baptists  who  have  not  been 
good  presidents.  Religion  is  a 
factor  but  it  should  not  be  the 
only  factor.  Fellow  Christians, 
we  are  electing  a  president  and 


not  a  pastor  on  November  6th. 

Even  though  party  and 
person  will  influence  me,  to  vote 
responsibly  I  must  consider 
principle  As  a  Christian  I  must 
consider  the  core 
1  wa  values  of  the  candi- 
[  date  and  also  of  their 
party.  To  understand 


the  way  a  candidate 
governs,  read  their 
official  party  platform. 
A  candidate  has  a 
propensity  to  tilt  their 
ck-cisioas  toward  their 
party's  platform. 

There  are  sig¬ 
nificant  differences 
between  the  governing 
principles  of  Demo¬ 
crats  and  Republicans 
which  are  highlighted  in  the 
*2012  Democrat  and  Republi¬ 
can  Party  Platform  Comparison 
Guide."  This  document  can  be 
viewed  and  downloaded  from 
our  web  site  at  wwwxhristian 
action.com  under  ‘Legislation 


copied  and  distributed  among 
your  church  community. 

This  comparison  guide  is  a 


MS  POSITIONS 


significant  differences  between 
both  parties  which  relate  to  our 
Christian  values:  sanctity  of 
marriage  and  sanctity  of  life. 

First,  the  Republican  Party 


party  on  Civil  Rights,  The  Econ¬ 
omy,  Energy,  Gun  Rights,  Faith 
ana  Religious  Liberty,  Health 
Care,  Human  life  Issues,  Immi¬ 
gration,  Israel,  Social  Security 
and  Medicare  plus  several  more 
topics.  This  is  a  must-read  to 
be  informed.  Below  are  two 


the  union  of  one  man  and  one 
woman,  and  the  Democratic 
Party  supports  same  sex  "mar¬ 
riage"  and  repeal  of  the  Defense 
of  Marriage  Act 

In  response  to  the  pro-homo- 
sexual  ‘marriage"  agenda  and 
President  Obama's  support  of 
same-sex  ‘marriage,"  a  group  of 
African-American  faith  Traders 
have  announced  a  campaign 
aimed  at  stripping  25%  of  the 
African- American  vote  that 
went  to  Obama  in  2008.  Why 
would  they  do  such  a  thing? 

The  Coalition  of  African- Amer¬ 
ican  Pastors  (CAAP)  says  they 
are  dismayed  at  the  president's 
support  for  same-sex  marriage. 
They  say,  ‘It  is  an  offense  to  the 
African-American  community 
especially  when  he  (President 
Obama)  equates  gay  right*  to 
dvil  rights. - 

Furthermore,  Dr.  Aheda 
King,  niece  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King.  Jr.,  commented  * —  we 
fuDy  intend  to  shift  25  percent 
of  the  black  vote  from  the  2008 
election  by  charging  every  voter 
to  examine  each  candidate  and 
vote  for  the  ooe  that  supports 
their  core  belief  in  natural 
marriage"!  www.dailycaller. 
conO/The  CAAP  is  urging  black 
voters  to  abide  by  their  con¬ 
science  and  their  faith.  That  is 


good  advice  for  all  of  us  regard¬ 
less  of  race,  color,  or  party 
affiliation. 

The  second  significant  differ¬ 
ence  relates  to  abortion.  Demo¬ 
crats  and  our  current  president 
support  aborthm-on-aemand 
and  partial-birth abortion  In 
addition,  as  an  Illinois  state 
senator  in  2003  Pres.  Obama 
voted  against  tne  tom-Alive 
Infants  Protection  bJ*  (Sen¬ 
ate  Bill  1082).  This  bill  would 
have  given  babies  who  survive  a 
botched  abortion  the  legal  right  - 
to-life.  Let  me  say  it  so  you  do 
not  misunderstand— according 
to  Pres.  Obama's  vote,  if  a  baby 
survives  a  botched  abortion, 
then  there  should  be  no  legal 
nor  moral  obligation  to  save 
and  protect  the  life  of  this  baby. 
The  Republican  Party,  on  the 
other  hand,  opposes  abortion- 
on  demand,  as  does  Gov.  Mitt 
Romney  except  in  rases  erf  rape, 
inoest  and  to  save  the  life  of  the 
mother. 

Go  vote  on  November  6th 
and  please  consider  the  direc- 
tfon  of  our  country.  This  elec¬ 
tion  will  mark  our  nation  for 
decades  to  come.  For  further 
information,  call  us  at  the 
Christian  Action  Commission  at 
601-292-3329. 

Porter  serves  as  execu¬ 
tive  director -treasurer for  the 

Actim^onun^on.  He  can  be 
contacted  at  601-292  3332  or 

jporterfrchristianaction.com. 
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FIRST  CHURCH.  TREMONT.  ordained  Frank  Yielding  and  1 
Tony  North  as  deacons  Sept.  9.  Shown  are  pastor  Matthew  Rus-  THE  MEN  OF  SILVER  CREEK  CHURCH.  MCCOMB.  held  their  first  annuel  fish  fry  Oct.  6. 
sell. Yielding,  and  North  sponsored  by  the  deeoon  body. 


Record 


CONCORD  CHURCH.  BENTON-TIPPAH  ASSOCIATION,  held  Vacation  Bible  School  July 
9  - 13,  with  an  enrollment  of  68.  Debbie  Kennedy,  director.  Shown  are  the  participants 

In  other  Church  News: 

►  Riverside  Church.  Money,  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  youth  fest  Oct.  27,  beginning  at  5 
p.m.  Activities  include  a  haunted  house. 

►  Trinity  Church,  Vicksburg,  is  host¬ 
ing  its  fourth  annual  Women's  Weekend 
of  Renewal  Nov.  2-3.  Cost,  $25.  Beth 
Moore  video  study;  Joyful  rYaise  Quar¬ 
tet,  music;  Judge  Mary  Libby  Payne, 
teaching  two  sessions.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  636-8121. 

►  Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth, 
ia  having  a  God  and  Country  Day  Oct  28. 
Special  recognition  for  active  and  fallen 
soldiers;  Judge  Roy  Moore,  speaker. 

►  Handbell  artist  Christine  D.  Ander¬ 
son  will  host  a  handbell  festival  at  First 
Church.  Aberdeen.  Oct.  27,  wrthgroup 
concert  at  3  p.m.  Solo  concert  at  The  El¬ 
kin  Theater.  7  p  m.;  offering  received.  For 
more  information,  call  (662)  436-0182  or 


SPRING  HILL  CHURCH.  WATERFORD,  recently  licensed 
Jessie  Russom  to  the  gospel  ministry.  Shown  are  John  Parker, 
Russom,  Renee  Rueeom.  Lauren  Russom  and  Jersrca  Russom 
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IT'S  TIME  FOR  MEN  TO 


College  News 


ncd. 


JOSH  CHARLES 

MCDOWELL  BILLINGSLEY 


TEBOW 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  hosted  the  79th  annual  Mississippi  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Universities  (MAC)  Conference  Oct.  1  -  2.  James  Doss,  a  senior  William  Carey  University  bas¬ 
ketball  player  from  Flora;  Tommy  King,  president  of  William  Carey  University  and  the  president  for 
MAC;  M.  L  Carr,  former  NBA  player,  entrepreneur,  and  philanthropist;  Clyde  Muse,  president  of 
Hinds  Community  College  and  the  incoming  president  for  MAC;  and  Alfred  Rankings,  Jr.,  assistant 
commissioner  for  academic  and  student  affairs  for  the  Mississippi  Institution  of  Higher  Learning 
(IHL)  and  secretary-treasurer  pose  on  stage  immediately  following  the  Halbrook  Awards.  Doss 
gave  the  invocation  for  the  luncheon,  and  Carr  served  as  the  keynote  speaker. 

In  other  College  News: 

>  Homecoming  at  MhsMppi 
CoSege  will  be  held  Oct  25-27. 


Truth 


•At#*  A 


IdtlVC 


CoEegs  will  be  held  Oct  25-27. 
For  complete  information,  contact 
Lori  Bobo  at  (601)  925-3252  or 
stcf)  by  her  office  for  a  nee  home- 
coming  booklet.  She  can  also  be 
readied  at  Knfao^mcedu. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 

president  Lee  Royce  and 
his  wife,  Rhode,  are  the 
recipients  of  the  Award  of 
Excellence  at  MC,  to  be 
presented  during  a  special 
dinner  Oct.  26  at  Anderson 
Hall.  6  p.m. 


ELLIS  MAXWELL 

A  retired  Baptist  pastor  with  more  than  four  decades  of  ex  pen 
ence,  Gowan  Ellis,  Sr.  of  Clinton  will  be  the  recipient  of  MIS¬ 
SISSIPPI  COLLEGE'S  Order  of  the  Golden  Arrow  Award  at 
homecoming  weekend,  as  will  MC  alumnus  Dr.  Sam  Maxwell,  a 
radiologist  with  St.  Jude  Medical  Center  in  Fullerton.  California 
and  1973  graduate  of  Hr  .  vard  Medical  School  The  Order  of  the 
Golden  Arrow  honors  alumni  or  friends  of  the  college  who  have 
made  outstanding  achievements  in  their  professions,  businesses 
or  careers.  The  award  recognizes  exceptional  performance  or 
leadership  beyond  the  ordinary.  Ellis  will  share  the  honor  with 
Maxwell,  including  an  awards  dinner  and  a  ride  in  a  parade 
through  Clinton.  The  awards  dinner  will  be  at  6  p.m.  on  October 
26  in  Anderson  Hall 
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2012  Speakers'  Tournament 
Winners 


convention  We  want  these  guys  the  churches  would  only  have  12  - 
to  understand  they  have  to  take  15%  of  the  population,  maxed  out- 
up  the  mantle.*  We  have  to  plant  more  churches 

Scott  Hanberry  is  minister  of  and  different  kinds  at  churches 
education  at  Longview  Heights  and  it  has  to  be  an  ongoing  pro- 
Church  and  on  the  ONK8  Lead-  cess.” 

enhip  Team.  'Boot  Camp  is  dr-  This  was  the  third  year  of  the 
signed,  first  and  foremost,  to  ONES  bootcsmp.  Attendance  has 
encourage  networking  among  doubled  each  year, 
planters  and  pastors,  to  cham-  *1  want  Joe  Q.  Baptist  in  Mis- 
pion  the  cause  of  the  Great  Oom-  sissippi  to  reach  back  into  his 
mission,  to  help  pastors  of  eatib-  mind  to  a  time  when  We  wae  loat," 
fished  churches  to  see  the  need  Hanberry  said.  "Someone  shared 
for  church  planters,  m  wefl  as  to  the  gospel  vqth  him,  took  time 
encourage  our  planters  to  be  fo-  to  invest  and  tefhhim  the  story, 
cused  on  the  right  things,*  Han-  He  embraced  it  and  was  saved, 
berry  said.  *We  had  tremendous  Church  planting  is  a  multiplica- 
response.  The  theme  of  this  camp  Won  of  that  storytellnig  If  he  does 
centered  on  the  idea  of  resowing  embrace  the  gospel  and  gels  ra¬ 
the  gospel  in  the  religious  South,  died  shout  being  saved,  he  will 
It’s  the  idea  of  context ualiza  get  excited  about  church  plant 
Won  -  we  talk  about  reaching  loat  mg  ic  Mississippi  Partnership  in 
people,  but  we  have  lots  of  lost  church  planting  is  something  that 
people  in  our  churches.  We  want  is  available  to  every  single  Baptist 
our  people  to  have  a  heart  far  lost  church  in  the  stale.* 


injiSa  must  depict  people  No  landscape 
budding-,  or  object-only  phonographs  vwM  be 
printed.  News  items  and/or  photographs  cm 
be  pdAhed  one  tmo  only.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  departing  benefits  and 
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Southern  Baptists  enter 
ray  over  Obamacare 
ontraceptives  mandate 


mentor  men  through  CMJC.  them’ 

Established  £2008.  CWJC  SgS***E 
of  Philadelphia  offers  a  variety  ”1*2* 

^O^metoCWdC 

P«K^5inator 

since  2008,  said  while  there  are  ,on*  °*  ®*.  greatest  experiences 
other  computer  and  skills  train-  j  ever  had  m  a  learning  setting, 
ing  programs  in  the  area,  CWJC  {“S***8™  ,WIth.  the  v"?*l“lt“r 
is  unique  due  to  the  one-on-one  k*“rsand  ministry,  Waddns 
mentoring  of  the  women.  "We  comPk*«}  »**  program  and  be- 
alsouae  the  Jobs  for  Life  curricu-  came*  volunteer, 
him,’  Lewis  said.  “K  is  biblically-  She  recently  completed  a  13- 
based  so  it  addresses  issues  that  week  training  class  that  is  re- 

Sher  skills  training)  programs  qmred  to  be  a  mentor  and  now 
not"  serves  in  that  capacity. 

Lewis  said  the  grant  that  ac-  .  Serving  in  CWJC  is  also  a  spe- 
companies  the  award  will  be  used  calling  for  Lewis,  who  retired 
to  purchase  additional  GED  re-  m  *miaiy  2011  after  20  years  of 
sources  and  computer  tables  for  working  full  -time  in  the  insurance 
the  nine  computers  that  students  business  to  spend  more  time  serv- 
use  during  classes  Currently,  the  “>8  ®  ministry, 
computers  are  on  tables  that  are  "I  saw  the  ladies  and  the  min- 
too  nigh  to  comfortably  use  in  an  1*try  needed  more  attention  than 
hour-long  class.  I  could  give  while  working,’  Lewis 

"There  are  enough  roadblocks  said.  “1  believe  in  CWJC  as  a  min- 
to  overcome  for  our  ladies,’  she  istry  that  can  really  reach  and 
explained,  ’and  having  them  meet  at  need.  I  am  sure  this  is 
practice  computer  skills  at  desks  where  God  wants  me  to  be.” 
that  are  at  the  correct  level  will  Jean  Roberson,  national  WMU 
make  the  process  easier  and  more  ministry  consultant  who  oversees 
comfortable.”  the  CWJC/CMJC  ministry,  pre- 

God  is  at  work  in  each  of  these  suited  the  outstanding  site  award 
ministries  and  in  Philadelphia,  to  Lewis  at  the  recent  Mississippi 
said  Lewis,  who  pointed  out  that  WMU  annual  meeting, 
she  can  see  Goa  being  faithful  To  learn  more  about  CWJC  or 
to  complete  the  work  He  began,  to  find  a  CWJC  site  in  your  area. 
Over  the  past  year,  certified  edu-  contact  Tammy  Anderson,  Mis 
cators  to  lead  fob  and  computer  sissippi  WMU  Department,  P.O. 
skills  training,  financial  gifts,  edu-  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
cational  tools,  and  most  impor-  0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292- 
tandy.  committed  mentors  and  3333  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
volunteers  hsve  been  provided.  (800)  748-16  51.  ext  323.  E-mail: 
“Beirw  a  mentor  at  CWJC  has  tanderson@mbcb.org.  Web  site: 


the  free  exchange  of  ideas  and 
our  way  of  life.  The  West  once 
privileged  Christianity  in  this 
way  and  the  ensuing  religious 
wars  and  political  oppression 
led  America’s  founders  to  enact 
the  First  Amendment. 

A  serious  and  respectful 
American  policy  response  to 
the  Muslim  demand  for  West¬ 
ern  blasphemy  bans  is  long 
overdue.  President  Obama  s 
U.N.  speech  was  only  that:  a 
single  speech.  It  was  unsup¬ 
ported  by  his  specific  foreign 
policies.  His  adminstration 
has  foiled  to  lead  a  diplomatic 
effort  among  our  Western  allies 
to  rally  support  for  the  rights 
of  the  individual  to  freedom 
of  speech  and  religion,  and 
has  neglected  to  stand  up  for 
such  freedoms  in  its  overall 
foreign  policy.  We  should 
lead  a  sustained  conversation 


ERLC  President  Richard  Land 
said  the  case  demonstrates  the 
opposition  is  much  more  di¬ 
verse  than  one  religious  body. 

This  particular  case  is  vi¬ 
tally  important  both  because 
of  the  nature  of  the  appeal 
concerning  a  very  narrow  defi¬ 
nition  the  government  is  fol¬ 
lowing  for  religious  employers 
and  secondly  because  of  who  is 
involved  in  the  suit,'  Land  said 
on  Oct  15.  ‘One  of  the  most 


to  reverse  the  dismissal  of  two 
lawsuits  against  the  contro¬ 
versial  requirement  under  the 
2010  health  care  law. 

The  brief  supports  chal- 
■  1  ’“heaton  College,  an 

Christian  school 
Chicago,  and  Bel¬ 


lo  suburban  Chicago,  and  Bel¬ 
mont  Abbey  College,  a  Roman 
Catholic  institution  in  North 
Carolina,  to  the  mandate  that 
employers  provide  workers 
with  health  insurance  that  cov- 


individual  freedoms  of  speech 
and  religion  to  democracy  and 
to  economic  advancement, 
personal  as  well  as  societal. 

We  should  firmly  assert  that 
we  do  not  -  and  will  not  -  reg¬ 
ulate  speech  on  behalf  of  any 
religion  or  body  of  ideas.  We 
should  appeal  for  the  freedom 
of  specific  blasphemy  prisoners 
abroad  and  expose  the  injus¬ 
tices  and  due  process  lapses 


in  the  world  in 


_ — ___  - - iton  Col- 

ERLC  and  10  other  lege  —  of  which  Billy  Graham 
heal  organizations  is  a  graduate  —  is  one  of  the 
by  invitation  in  a  brief  participants  in  the  suit,  which 
>y  Christian  Legal  So-  demonstrates  this  is  not ’just’ a 
CLS)  in  support  of  the  Catholic  issue,  but  it  is  an  issue 


surrounding 


Endowed  Professorship,  the  J. 
Ralph  Noonkester  Scholarship 
at  William  Carey  University  and 
the  Noonkester  Park  at  Oak  Hill 
Academy  honor  his  memory 
In  2007,  William  Carey  Uni¬ 
versity  named  the  Ralph  and 
Naomi  Noonkester  School  of  Arts 
and  Letters  for  him  and  for  his 
wife  Naomi  who  had  served  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  College  faithfully  as 

vs  •  .  •  .1  _  J _ _ I 


CEL  QVZ,  PXCP  SOYO  NVBOPABO 


CJAOECPOL  CEL  OEOBAON  AE  QVZY 


BAEL  FQ  SAIGOL  SVYGN,  QOP  EVS  XCPX 


XO  YOIVEIAJOL 


IVJNNACEN  VEO:  PSOEPQ-VEO 


of  the  Center  for  Religious 
Freedom  and  a  Senior  Fel¬ 
low  at  Hudson  Institute  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Since  1999, 
Shea  has  served  as  a  Commis¬ 
sioner  on  the  US.  Commission 
on  International  Religious 
Freedom.  This  article  first 
appeared  in  National  Review, 
online  at  www.nationalre- 
view.com.  Used  by  permission. 
Reprinted  here  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press. 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Philippians  FOur:  Four 

By  Charles  Marx.  1432-2004.0  200$ 


www.lambsbooklist.com 

JOIN  THE  UST” 

A  list  of  Christian  Businesses 
and  Professionals 
Advertising  Their  Business 
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Dr.  Rory  Let,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  390«WX»7 
(601)922-2242 


David  Franklin,  Senior  Clear.  Resident  at  Hillcreat  Chriatian  School  in  Jackson,  lad  the  students  to  help 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village  by  having  a  contest  between  classes  to  see  who  could  collect  the  most 
items  for  the  ministry  during  homecoming  week.  The  Junior  Class  were  the  winners.  David  is  pictured 
with  Rory  Lee,  BCV  Executive  Director  with  the  second  of  two  loads  delivered  to  The  BCV  from  Hiller  est. 


Silouu  BC.  Mradvilfc 
Mr*.  Jo  Pyroo 

BiDy  It  Beverly  Pyroo 
Jennings  It  Betty  Sue 
Dixon 

Ms.  Betty  Rxndall 

Barney  ft  Paula  Albritton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  H.  &  Randle 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Brewer 
BodRayftorn 

New  Hope  BC.  Sumrsll 


Mr.  Buie  RyiU 

Jim  ft  Pat  Callender 
Rudy  ft  Lynn  Robbins 
Mrs.  Wendall  Sanders 
Mrs.  Helen  Brown 
Tony  ft  Susan  Kinton 
Jimmy  Scott 

Pleasant  Hill  BC,  Carthage 
Hanael  Scruggs 

Dreher  ft  Peggy  Hsrris 
Vd*  Shirley 


Mr.  Lamsr  Stanford 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Breland 

o.  -i ....  . 

jtiincy  jtcvni* 

Billy  k  Bncriy  Pyioo 
BradTaggirt 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Bradley  G.  H»U 
Ddmsr  Thomas 

SUnton  BC.  Natches 
Eddir  Toney 

Mrs.  Billie  Marie  Rushing 


Stanley  Warner 

Carl  k  Eunice  Woolery 
Coy  Watkins 

Mrs.  E.  M  Undaiey 
Mrs.  Vernon  Watkins 

Clyde  k  Kitty  Revette 
Denny  Wilkie 

Ma.  Marie  S.  Graham 
Emeat  k  DM  Scruggs 
Mr.  Paul  Williams 


Mr.  Jim  Reeves 

Ms.  Kathryn  R.  Adame 
Barney  k  Paula  Albritton 
Pat  Rom 


Mrs.  Dor.  Murray 
David  Smith 

Mrs.  Joy  I.  Roberts 
Mrs.  Prances  A  Smith 


Kay  Townes 

Frances  k  Rich 


Ada  Claire  Wal 


Clifton  k  Hope  Porter 
Devid  Young 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Denny  R. 


Wallace  k  Caroi  day 


Sr.  Adult  SSC,  Siloam  BC  Ms.  Bonnie  DaughdriB 


MsMatyABenVarneU 


Ryan  k  Whitney  Holmes 


_ _ . _ .  now  is  a  gr 

Village  to  come  share  an  update  about  the  ministry  as 
well  and  project  ideas.  We  have  staff  that  travel 
across  the  state  that  speak  to  groups  of  all  ages  and 
any  ore  of  them  would  be  happy  to  come  to  visit  with 
S  >;V  your  church  group. 

■ 

Contact  Ceisste  Cade  at  ccadePbaptistchildrensvillage.com 
(f  601-922-2242  to  make  arrangements. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTli?  PASTORS  HAVE  BEEN 
A  CRITICAL  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  VILLAGE 
PARTNER  SINCE  1897 

Our  ministry  is  grateful  for  the  investment*  you  and  others  have  made  in 
our  children  and  staff  since  we  began  115  years  ago. 

It  was  a  Mississippi  Baptist  Pastor  from  Senatobia  who  was  our  very  first 
advocate.  Rev  L  S.  Foster  presented  the  idea  to  fellow  Baptist  pastors 
end  friends,  and  worked  diligently  to  see  the  vision  of  this  ministry 
become  a  reality.  Today  we  continue,  with  the  help  of  many  more 
Mississippi  Baptist  pastors  like  yourself,  to  provide  for  the  needs  of 
children  in  an  environment  where  they  can  experience  God's  love. 

This  month  we  celebrate  you.  and  the  sacrifice*  you  have  lead  your 
church  to  make  to  ensure  shat  this  legacy  continues.  Thank  you  for  your 
leadership  and  your  faithfulness.  We  hope  you  will  visit  our  booth  at  the 


We  hope  you  will  visit  our  booth  at  the 


Baptist  Convention  October  29  30  2 


/ 


•ay  School  Li 


^giober  2 1 , 20^2 


Living  in  Community*  1  Peter 4:1-11 


Jesus  lived,  suffered,  and  died  so 
that  our  sins  could  be  forgiven  and  we 
could  form  a  community  of  faith  called 
the  family  of  God”.  Toe  strength  of 
a  church  to  fulfill  its  mission:  evan¬ 
gelizing  sinners,  edifying  saints,  and 
exalting  the  Savior  lies  m  its  ability 
to  function  as  a  God-like  and  God-lea 
community. 


since  Christ  suf¬ 
fered  in  his  body,  arm  yourselves 
also  with  the  same  attitude...”  (v. 
t,  NJV) 

A  healthy  Christian  community  re¬ 
quires  the  attitude  of  Christ  to  prevail 
among  its  members.  Our  text  provides 
three  attitudes  required  to  form  and 
maintain  a  healthy  Christian  commu¬ 
nity. 

I.  BE  DONE  WITH  SIN 

<•  “...he  who  has  suffered  in  his 
body  is  done  with  sin.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  he  does  not  live  the  rest  of 
his  earthly  life  for  evil  human 
desires,  but  rather  for  the  will  of 
God.  (v.  tb-a) 

The  Bible  compares  sin  in  the  church 
to  yeast  which  spreads  throughout  a 
whole  batch  of  dough.  Sin  in  ti  he  body 
of  Christ  spreads  a  negative  impact 
throughout  the  body,  infecting  the  fel¬ 
lowship.  Sin  creates  division  between 
those  who  commit  it,  those  who  de¬ 
fend  it  and  those  who  oppose  it  So 
the  proper  attitude  toward  sin  for  the 
Christian  is  “to  be  done  with  it*.  Every 


Christian  should  resolve  that  sin  in  any 
form  or  fashion  is  not  acceptable  in  his 
or  her  own  life.  It  must  be  confessed 
and  repented  as  soon  as  the  Christian 
becomes  aware  of  it  before  it  causes 
damage  and  division  within  the  body 
of  Christ.  Peter  adds  in  verses  3-5  that 
every  Christian  has  already  “...spent 
enough  time  in  the  past  doing 
what  pagans  choose  to  do...bnt 
they  wOT give  an  account  to  him 
who  is  ready  to  judge  the  living 
and  the  dead.” 


a.  BE 
CLEAR 
MINDED 

“The 
end  of 
all  things 
is  near. 
There¬ 
fore  be 


clear 
minded 

self-controlled 
y."  (v.  7) 


so  that  you 


Someone  has  said  ‘perception  is  re¬ 
ality’.  Is  that  true?  In  the  sense  that 
a  person  thinks  their  perception  is 
correct,  they  will  act  on  that  percep¬ 
tion.  But  does  that  mean  their  actions 
are  right  even  if  their  perception  was 
wrong? 

In  the  parable  of  the  talents,  the  ser¬ 
vant  who  was  given  one  talent  bid  his 
in  the  ground  and  did  nothing  with  it 
because,  he  said,  he  ‘perceived’  that 
his  master  was  a  harsh  man  and  he  was 


afraid  he  would  lose  it.  The  servant 
who  ‘perceived'  his  master  as  harsh 
was  called  ‘wicked’,  was  stripped  of 
his  talent  and  cast  into  outer  darkness. 

We  are  charged  by  God,  especially 
in  a  Christian  community,  to  examine 
our  perceptions  and  be  sure  they  are 
correct  before  we  act  on  them.  We  will 
be  judged  based  on  reality  and  our  ac¬ 
tions,  not  our  perceptions. 

Healthy  Christian  community  re¬ 
quires  that  we  be  clear  minded.  Faulty 
percep- 

_ _ _ _  tions  lead 

to  faulty 
actions. 

Explore  the  I  » 

with  David  B.  Bid  Hfi  boys  and 

girls  are 
at  stake. 
No  church 
can  afford 
to  let  mis¬ 
information  and  misperception  be  the 
basis  of  decisions.  For  the  sake  of  your 
community,  resolve  to  be  clear  mind¬ 
ed.  Resolve  to  verily  your  perceptions. 
Resolve  to  operate  based  on  truth,  not 
feelings.  Don't  give  out  mixed  messag¬ 
es  or  operate  with  hidden  agendas. 


3.  BE  LOVING  TOWARD  ONE 
ANOTHER 

“Above  all,  love  each  other 
deeply,  because  love  covers  over 
a  multitude  of  lini."  (v.  8) 


From  Failure  to  Correction  •  Exodus  15:19-21;  Numbers  12:1-3, 


A  CRITICAL  SPIRIT  DENIES 
CONTENTMENT 

We  must  not  call  into  question  God’s 
character  by  praising  His  work  on  one 
hand  and  doubting  His  judgments  on 
the  other.  A  critical  spirit  taints  rela¬ 
tionships  in  all  directions.  Oftentimes 
we  ‘church  folks’  criticize  decisions 
made  by  church  staff  without  knowing 
all  the  nets.  Peace  comes  when  we  fo¬ 
cus  on  God’s  purpose  in  the  matter. 

MIRIAM,  THE  PROPHETESS 

EX.  15:19-21  -  After  the  Israelites 
crossed  tile  Red  Sea,  we  re-visit  Moses 
and  Aaron’s  sister  Miriam,  daughter  of 
Jochebed  and  Am  ram.  Some  80  years 
earlier,  she  played  a  key  role  in  saving 
baby  Moses  life,  and  in  the  subsequent 
Exodus  into  the  wilderness,  now  is 
called  a  prophetess.  Pharaoh’s  reign 
has  successfully  ended  and  Miriam 
calls  upon  Israel's  women  to  celebrate 
with  songs  of  praise  and  victory  steeped 
in  faith  and  gratitude.  Oftentimes  af¬ 
ter  victories,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  dry 
wilderness  and  no  water  in  sight. 

INAPPROPRIATE  BEHAVIOR 
OF  AARON  AND  MIRIAM 

Numbers  12:1-3  advances  the  story 
and  divulges  the  scheme  of  Aaron,  the 
High  Priest,  and  Miriam.  Though  fully 
engaged  in  the  deliverance  of  God  s 
people,  they  quarreled  with  Moses 
about  his  marnagefs?)  with  a  Gentile, 
or  that  wife  had  far  too  much  influence 


upon  Moses'  choice  of  the  elders.  They 
surmised  that  Moses  was  monopoliz¬ 
ing  management  of  this  great  move¬ 
ment  and  denying  them  and  others 
their  just  deserts. 

Moses  didn’t  seem  to  hear  the  grum¬ 
blings  or  to  have  any  resentments  to- 
wara  them,  but  Goa  did  and  wbat  an 
insightful 

and  eh-  | 

chanting 
story  we 
have  of  His 
resolution, 
should 


It 

R*1 

esr. 

bene. 


your 

Nota 


start  any  rivalry  with  him.  God  was 
angry  and  he  departed. 

Wnat  a  meeting!  God  not  only  cleared 
Moses,  but  praised  him.  Not  only  did 
he  show  Miriam  and  Aaron  their  faults, 
but  proceeded  to  show  them  his  dis¬ 
pleasure.  Those  who  are  reviled  and 
persecuted  for  righteousness  sake  have 
a  great 
reward 
coming. 
Christ 

-  will-  con- 

Bibie  Studies  for  Life  z 

^Lt  Evelyn  Gibson  honor. 

HU  fa¬ 
ther,  '  but 
there 
U  rea¬ 
son  given  here  to  be  afraid  of  reviling 
against  God’s  servants. 

His  departure  alone  is  a  sure  and  sad 
token  of  God’s  dUpleasure  with  sin. 
He  never  departs  without  just  cause 
and  when  God  U  absent,  sin  is  alive 
and  well.  ,  You  must  expect  no  good 
outside  the  presence  of  God.  Moses 
once  needed  a  veil  to  hide  his  glory  and 
now  Miriam  needs  a  veil  to  hide  her 
shame.  She  was  instantly  afflicted  with 
leprosy.  Aaron  begged  Moses  to  not 
let  that  happen  to  nim  (High  Priest) 
as  well  though  he  confessed  ‘we  have 
done  foolishly  and  sinned.’  With  love 
Moses  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord 


GOD’S 
WAY  OF 

DEALING  WITH  SIN  (FAILURE) 
IN  THE  CAMP  ,  „  j 

Numbers  12:4-15  -  God  called  them 
on  the  carpet.  He  showed  up  in  a  pil¬ 
lar  of  cloud  and  stood  in  the  door.  He 
summons  Miriam  and  Aaron  to  come 
forth  and  tells  them  Moses  is  hU  faith¬ 
ful  servant,  so  to  him  he  speaks  mouth 
to  mouth.  God  asks  ‘shouldn’t  you 
have  been  afraid  to  speak  against  my 
servant  Moses?*  Now  they  must  con¬ 
sider  who  it  was  they  had  insulted. 
Don’t  abuse  God’s  ministers,  especially 
those  aa  grandiose  as  Moses.  Themes 
sage  was  they  were  good  but  were  not 
to  pretend  to  be  equal  to  Moses  nor 


When  a  person  can  do  no  wrong  in 
your  eyes,  you  have  a  deep  love  Hr  that 
person.  When  another  person  can  do 
no  right  in  your  eyes,  for  some  reason 
you  have  chosen  to  hate  that  person. 
A  Christian  co  nmunity  needs  massive 
amounts  of  love  to  thrive,  while  hate 
is  a  poison  in  the  water  that  will  kill 
the  community. 

Peter  gives  three  specific  ways  that 
Christians  in  community  should  ex¬ 
press  love  to  one  another. 

A.  “...love  cover*  over  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  sins”  (v.  8b)  -  Overlook  the 
shortcomings  of  others  while  correct¬ 
ing  them  in  yourself. 

B.  “Offer  hospitality  to  one  an¬ 
other  without  grumbling”  (v.  9)  - 

Lend  a  hand  to  help  a  fellow  church 
memoer  at  a  point  of  need. 

C.  “Each  one  should  use  what¬ 
ever  gift  he  has  received  to  serve 
others"  (v.  to)  -  Every  Christian  has 
a  motivational  gift  from  God  for  serv¬ 
ing  or  speaking. 

..so  that  in  all  things  God  may 
be  praised  through  Jesus  Christ. 

(v.  n) 

When  a  church  functions  as  a 
healthy  community,  the  lost  get  saved, 
the  saved  grow  to  maturity,  and  God 
gets  glorified!  Halleluia!  Amen! 

Bishop  is  a  member  of  Harrisburg 
Church,  Tupelo. 


8-13,  15 

answered.  Miriam  must,  however,  be 
shut  out  from  the  camp  seven  days 
(normal  cleansing  time)  while  the  na¬ 
tion  was  detained  until  she  was  legally 
restored.  Sin  always  takes  us  further 
than  intended,  and  the  effects  are  as¬ 
tronomical.  Note,  God  did  not  remove 
the  cloud. 

Aaron,  the  High  Priest,  humbled 
himself  to  Moses,  confessed  his  faith 
and  begged  for  pardon.  He  confesses 
both  his  and  his  sister's  sin  and  speaks 
most  respectfully  to  Moses.  What  a 
powerful  example  given  here  of  the 
cause  to  pray  for  those  who  despite- 
fully  use  you  and  not  be  amused  with 
righteous  punishment  imposed  by  God 
orman.  _ , — 

MIRIAM  RESTORED  AND  EN¬ 
ABLED  TO  SERVE  GOD  AGAIN 

Miriam  abused  Moses  for  selfish 
reasons  and  was  subsequently  healed 
by  his  prayer  for  her.  She  is  now  chief¬ 
ly  remembered  for  her  role  as  a  lead¬ 
er.  Can  we  connect  with  "Father,  for¬ 
give  them  fot  they  know  not...*?  God 
proves  His  mercy,  justice,  forgiveness, 
healing,  love  and  wisdom  in  this  great 
story.  Be  done  with  your  critical  pro¬ 
pensities  and  focus  on  God  for  a  more 
perfect  understanding  of  who  He  is. 

Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


The  children'!  choir 


COUNTY,  present¬ 
ed  Johns's  Dru¬ 
thers  in  the  evening 
worship  service 
July  22.  Mara  Davis 
and  Ashley  Lowe, 
directors. 


L  Prestage, 
right  to  the 
ministry 
Sept  9. 
Gary  Wyatt 


inflatable!  for 
the  children. 
Shown  are 
those  newly 
baptized 


Billy  Smith 


